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to a self-guided walking and driving tour of some of the sites that figured prominently in 

the history and development of Upper Moreland and Willow Grove. Originally called the 

Manor of Moreland, an area of more than fifteen square miles extending into present-day 

Philadelphia, the Manor encompassed 9,815 acres of land granted by William Penn in 1682 

to his long-time friend, Nicholas More. With the death of More, the land passed from the 

More family by the early 1700’s to other settlers and land speculators. 

     Development in Willow Grove did not begin until after 1711 when Old York Road was 

laid out along the Lenni Lenape Indian trail. The first settler is thought to have been 

Sampson Davis, who bought land in 1718 and built a grist mill on Round Meadow Run. 

He was followed by the Dubree family in 1719, whose land purchase included most of 

present day Willow Grove. It is believed the first tavern or inn, The Fountain House, was 

built on York Road in 1717 to accommodate travelers along the new road. 

 

 

     With this thumbnail sketch to get you started, we hope you enjoy discovering the 

importance of the colorful history of the area and its pioneers. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simply follow the tour directions and enjoy your walk. 
              

                     Terrain: Varied; level to steep grade. 

                    Distance: Approximately 1 ½ miles. 

            Time: Allow 1 to 1 ½ hours. 

 



Begin your tour in front of the Township Building on Park Avenue. Walk West past the 

Library for ½ block. 

 

1. PARKSIDE BOARDING HOUSE, 1910.  11 Park Avenue. 
 

     This five-story, 40 room, wood framed, unornamented Victorian structure was built in 

1910. It was originally known as the Parkside Inn and was operated as a boarding house, 

but was converted to apartments in 1917.  Its establishment was the result of the need to 

house the influx of visitors to the nearby Willow Grove Park and to those visiting the area 

for the curative mineral springs.  The Parkside was host to the famous band leaders of the 

early 1900s such as John Philip Sousa and Victor Herbert, as well as tourists from 

Philadelphia and the surrounding areas.  

     During the World War II and the decline of the Park, it became a place for men to stay 

while seeking work in war plants. The ground floor was a restaurant at one time and the 

building was surrounded by lawns and flower gardens. A business rental occupied the 

ground floor in later years and the commercial name of the structure was changed to the 

Willow Grove Apartments. 

     Another house of similar construction, called the Edenfield Boarding House, once stood 

where the public library is today. The Parkside is the last of its kind in the area. 

 

Return to Township Building, past the Police Station.  

 

2. THE DUBREE MANOR HOUSE, 1720’s. Park Avenue. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     On this site stood the first substantial house in the Willow Grove area. Jacob Dubree 

and his son James purchased 250 acres of land from land speculators, who obtained the 

land from the heirs of Dr. Nicholas More. Dr. More’s land grant from William Penn was 

known as the Manor of Moreland. 

   The two-story stone house stood on a slight rise, overlooking a swampy meadow and the 

York Road, laid out in the year 1711 along the Lenni Lenape trail to New York. The Manor 

House was a perfect example of colonial architecture with the original smaller section later 

expanded by the Dubrees.  

   In 1746, the property was advertised for sale as “20 acres of meadow, a double house, 

good barn, and a fine young orchard.” However, the Dubree house was not sold and 

remained in the family until 1762 when James Dubree’s heirs sold the property to adjoining 

property and tavern owner, John Paul. 

   The house was used as a residence through the years, and was restored in the 1940’s by 

owners Harry and Phoebe Patterson. In 1950, the Pattersons sold the property to Upper 

Moreland Township. The house was used as township administrative offices until it was 

demolished in 1967 to make way for the existing township building complex. 

 

Continue East on Park Avenue to the corner at Easton Road.  

 

3. THE RED LION INN, 1732. At junction of York & Easton Roads. 
 

     The Inn began as a tavern in 1762, called “The Wagon”, located across Easton Road at 

the point created by York and Easton Roads. It was a large stone structure of two and a 

half stories containing 23 rooms. In 1768, the proprietor, John Paul, advertised it for sale 

along with 102 acres of land, indicating: “stabling for a hundred horses, the best tavern 

between the Rising Sun (Philadelphia) and Coryell’s Ferry (New Hope).” The Inn is 

described as having a 44 foot front, a depth of 62 feet; and a two-story, 194 foot stable 

sufficient for accommodating 75 horses or cattle. 

     During the Revolutionary War it was known as the Red Lion Inn and was kept by Joseph 

Butler. Butler was suspected of being a supporter of the Colonial Army and was arrested 

by General Howe’s troops and taken to prison in Philadelphia during the British 

occupation. It served as a hospital when the wounded from the battle of Edge Hill were 

brought there in 1777. William Homer, in discussions with the historian William Buck, 

recalled that divisions of the Continental Army encamped several times in the orchard 

behind the Inn. The soldiers, mostly Virginians, practiced shooting at marks one hundred 

yards distant with rifles. Homer would cut the balls from the trees with a hatchet so the 

lead could be remolded into bullets and used again. 



     The Inn was owned by William Heaton in 1787, and from 1809 to 1822, by Israel 

Michener. Mr. Michener became the first postmaster in Willow Grove. The local residents 

came to the Inn to pick up their mail. In 1842, Jacob E. Buck bought the Inn and eighteen 

acres of land. He renamed it the J. E. Buck Hotel. In 1868, Buck sold the property to John 

E. Berrell, then the owner of the Mineral Springs Inn directly across York Road, who closed 

the Buck Hotel to eliminate his competition.  

      From 1848 to 1851, James Gordon Bennett, Sr. and his family stayed at the Red Lion 

Inn, while his wife was undergoing treatment at Dr. Schiffendecker’s Hydropathic Institute 

on nearby Sampsons Hill. Dr. Schiffendecker capitalized on the curative powers of the 

local mineral springs. Mr. Bennett was the founder and editor of the New York Herald 

Tribune. 

 In the early 1900’s, the lower part of the building was used as a meat and provision store 

kept by David J. Nolan, while the rooms became a boarding house operated by Mrs. Emma 

Masterson.  

     The building was destroyed by fire on November 21, 1906. 

 

Cross Park Avenue to the opposite corner at the Bank parking lot. . 

 

4. MEMORIAL HALL, 1926. Corner of Park Avenue & Easton Rd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     In 1922, land on this site was purchased from the Willow Grove Park for construction 

of a community Memorial Hall to commemorate the lives and service of local veterans of 

World War I. Citizens formed various committees to raise funds for the project. One highly 



successful effort by the Women’s Committee was the “Memorial Hall Cookbook” 

containing hundreds of recipes and advertisements. 

   Completed in 1925, the American Legion Post 308 and Women’s Auxiliary were given 

permanent homes. In addition to several commercial establishments, the three-story brick 

building also contained a large banquet hall and offices for the local telephone operator’s 

switchboard and police dispatcher. 

   During World War II, a wooden tower was constructed on the roof for use by civil 

defense aircraft spotters. Through the years after the war, the building was the focal point 

for community Memorial Day services and other community dedications and events. It was 

also the home of the American Legion Drum and Bugle Corps. And later, the Les Harvey 

Liberty Post 308 Military Band. The building was demolished in 1972 following a fire. 

 

5. WILLOW GROVE PARK, 1896. Shaded area of map. 
  

    

     You are standing on property that once was the most Eastern boundary of the grounds 

of the Willow Grove Park. 

     Willow Grove Park was beyond a doubt one of the largest and most beautiful 

amusement parks at the turn of the last century. It became known as “The Music Capital 

of America” and featured important bands and orchestras from around the world including 



those of John Philip Sousa and Victor Herbert. Upwards of 30,000 persons attended the 

park in one day when such stellar attractions as these two bands appeared. 

     The entire eastern portion featured beautifully manicured lawns and flowers gardens 

divided by walking paths and highlighted with irregularly-shaped ponds. The park’s 

amusements grew and changed over the years and included a theater, concert band shell 

and pavilion, scenic railway, Casino restaurant, famous electric fountain, bicycle track, row 

boating, Ferris wheel, carousel, roller coasters, toboggan, captive air ship, coal mine tour, 

and a whole host of other attractions. 

     The Park also had its own power plant, trolley maintenance building, greenhouse, 

sewage disposal plant, offices, superintendent’s residence, and a guard house for its own 

police force. Eventually sold to different owners, the Park deteriorated through the years 

until it was finally closed in 1976. In 1982 it became the site of the Willow Grove Park 

regional shopping mall. 

 

Proceed South along York Road to R.R. tracks; cross Davisville Road and stop. 

 

6. SHOT TOWER, 1770’s. Behind the buildings on the Southwest corner of 

     York and Davisville Roads stood the Shot Tower. 
 

     The four-story tower that once stood here was built in the 18th century to provide lead 

shot for firearms during the Revolutionary War. A shot tower, usually 50 to 100 feet tall, 

worked as people at the top poured molten lead through a vessel with a hole in it. The size 

of the holes in the vessel or colander would determine if a larger musket ball was made or 

smaller buckshot. 

     As each piece dropped, equal air pressure acting on all sides of the lead would form it 

into a perfect sphere. The shot would land in a tub of water that cooled it in its shape.  

     On the ground floor, men would take the shot out of the water, dry and polish it in a 

tumbling barrel with graphite. If the shot wasn’t perfectly spherical, it would fly in all 

directions, so it was tested for roundness by rolling it down an inclined board, letting the 

crooked ones roll off the sides. 

 

Carefully cross to the other side of York Road. 

 

7. ROTHWELL BUILDING, 1926. Southeast corner of Davisville and York 

     Roads. 
 

    This large two-story brick building was built in 1925 – 1926 by Eugene Rothwell. The 

Rothwells came from Delaware to the Hatboro area in the late 1800’s. Eugene Rothwell, 



following his education at the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, established his drug store 

and home on the northwest corner opposite this site in the early 1900’s. The Rothwells also 

owned and operated the Cherry Inn during this period. Mr. Rothwell was Secretary of the 

Willow Grove Building and Loan Association., now the Willow Financial Bancorp., as 

well as a Director of the Hatboro National Bank. 

     Following completion of the brick structure, Mr. Rothwell moved his drug store to the 

corner facility and rented space to other businesses and the second-story to apartment 

dwellers. The building, about mid-structure on York Road, was the location of the Grove 

Theater, the area’s only movie theater. 

 

Walk South to 71 York Road. 

 

8. WILLOW GROVE POST OFFICE, 1920’s. 71 York Road. 

   

     This double white stone and stucco house is believed to have been built in the early 

1800’s, and served over the years both as a residence and business location. The right-hand 

section became the Willow Grove Post Office in the 1920’s. The Post Office moved to a 

new location in 1951. From 1923 to 1926 the left-hand side was the sales office of the 

Moreland Heights Home Sites.  Sale of building lots on the hillside along York Road 

indicated a time of growth for the community.  The building’s outward appearance has 

changed little, however small roofs over the two doors have been removed and store 

windows added. 

 

9. FOUNTAIN HOUSE INN, 1717. York Rd. between Davisville Road & Cherry 

     Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    The Fountain House Inn, which took its name from the ample supply of water flowing 

from its nearby spring, was built in 1717 at this location. The Inn’s site was strategic to the 

distance a team of horses could travel in a day. Exactly fourteen miles from Philadelphia, 

the Inn provided food and rest for weary travelers and their teams.  

    By the standards of the time, it was considered a huge structure. Originally it had eight 

rooms to accommodate travelers, but was later enlarged to eighteen rooms, each with solid 

oak floors and a fireplace. The Inn served good meals for twenty-five cents, had a barroom, 

and the town’s first barber shop. 

    In 1848 the Inn was known as the Willow Grove Hotel and in 1851, the J. Luken’s Hotel. 

In 1898, the hotel license was transferred from John T. Wood to John McEvoy. The Inn 

became the summer residence of the McEvoy family until the parents died, and then 

became the permanent home of the McEvoy children. 

    Among the visitors to the Inn was the famous composer and orchestra leader, Victor 

Herbert, who composed the song “They Were Irish” for the McEvoy family. The Fountain 

House Inn, after more than 250 years in Willow Grove, was demolished in 1961. 

 

Walk South to location opposite Cherry Street. 

 

10. FIRE HOUSE, 1907. Directly opposite Cherry Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     The building illustrated above was located directly opposite Cherry Street and housed 

the Willow Grove Fire Company No. 1, the Knights of Columbus Hall, and a bowling 

alley. 

     In 1907, the County Court granted a charter to a newly formed volunteer fire company 

and their first order of business was to obtain equipment. A horse-drawn hose cart was 

purchased and kept at the Knights of Columbus Hall. In 1908, a water line was extended 

from Abington Township and the Township’s first fire hydrants were installed. Used 

motorized vehicles replaced the horse-drawn cart between 1912 and 1924. In 1925, a two-

story brick building was constructed at 221 Davisville Road to house the new equipment. 

The Davisville Road building is still standing and is now a commercial site. 

 

11. CHERRY INN, 1870. Southwest corner of Cherry Street and York Road. 
 

     On the Southwest corner of Cherry Street and York Road, David Cherry established 

The Cherry Inn to accommodate visitors from Philadelphia and surrounding area. The Inn 

was in competition with the much larger Mineral Springs Inn and the Fountain House Inn 

across the street. David Cherry’s entrepreneurial spirit was also reflected in his 

development of the houses on Cherry Street, the first or one of the first tract developments 

in the Township. 

     David Cherry, one of the founders of the Willow Grove United Methodist Church, sold 

two lots next to his inn around 1890 for the purpose of building a church. 

 

Proceed to traffic light and cross street to the Methodist Church. 

 

12. WILLOW GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 1889. Church 

       Street  & York Road. 
 

     This is the oldest church in Upper Moreland Township. It was organized by George W. 

Quigley and David Cherry, who in 1887 along with other residents, decided to revive 

interest in weekly prayer meetings that had been in operation some years before. In 1888, 

they organized regular Sabbath School sessions. The Local Preachers Association of 

Philadelphia aided the group by providing ministers, and the group’s first service was held 

on May 20, 1888 in the old Farmer’s Cooperative Creamery Hall on Davisville Road. In 

March 1889, the Methodist Conference sent Rev. W. C. Graff as the first pastor. 

     In 1891, construction began on a permanent church on two lots purchased from David 

Cherry for $600. In 1894 and three times again in 1895, the church was set on fire by 

arsonists and destroyed. The church was rebuilt and enlarged in 1897, and a Sunday School 

5 



building added in 1903. George W. Quigley served as Sunday School Superintendent from 

1888 until his death in 1918. 

     In 1928, the Sunday School building was nearly doubled in size. In 1958, a new 

sanctuary, a fellowship hall and several classrooms were constructed to accommodate the 

growing church membership. 

     In 1963, the Church purchased the property at the corner of Cherry Street and York 

Road and after remodeling the structure existing on the site, named it Aldersgate House 

and used it for Sunday School classes. 

     Construction of a new Education Building was begun in 1970 and dedicated on 

September 26, 1971. 

 

Return to traffic light, re-cross street and proceed South. 

 

13. THE  ‘HOMESTEAD’ HOUSE, 1725. Southeast corner of Inman Terrace  

        and York Road. 

     The large white house on the corner of Inman Terrace and York Road is listed by 

Montgomery County as having been built in 1725. While no mention is made of the 

original owner, maps indicate that by 1849 it was in the hands of William J. Sloan. An 

1877 map shows the property then owned by Jeremiah B. Larzalere, a wealthy 

businessman, banker and politician. The property was acquired in 1889 by William W. 

Frazier following his retirement. Frazier was another wealthy businessman, banker, 

philanthropist and former Civil War Captain. 

 

Turn left on Inman Terrace for 2 blocks and then left on Division Avenue for 4 blocks 

to Woodlawn Park field, along fence on the East side of the street. 

 

14. U. S. GEODETIC SURVEY MARKER, 1839.  
 

      Ferdinand Hassler emigrated from Switzerland in 1805 to 

establish a colony in the southern United States. The venture was 

unsuccessful and to make ends meet, he accepted a teaching 

position as Professor of Mathematics at the West Point Military 

Academy in 1807, and leaving there in 1810, became Professor 

of Natural Philosophy and Mathematics at Union College in 

Schenectady, New York. 

   In 1807, Congress passed an act to “cause a survey to be taken 

of the coasts of the United States…” Hassler was recommended 



to President Thomas Jefferson to run the survey. However, the political climate with France 

and England stalled the survey until 1811, when President James Madison sent Hassler to 

England to secure instruments for the survey. He was appointed to the post of 

Superintendent of the United States Coastal Survey in 1816, and began the survey in 1817.  

   The U. S. Office of Weights and Measures was created by Hassler and grew and 

prospered under Presidents Jackson and Van Buren. 

   From 1839 to 1841, Hassler and his staff camped here on Fraziers Hill, then the Krier 

farm, the highest point in Eastern Montgomery County. At the time he had the trees cut 

down in order to sight into New Jersey, the next point in the survey. 

   The survey marker, buried a short distance beyond the fence, is used by utility companies, 

highway departments, bridge contractors and others as a reference point for measuring 

distances. 

   Mr. Hassler died in Philadelphia in 1843 at the age of 73. 

    The Geodetic Marker is located inside the fence at ground level. 

Return to sidewalk, carefully cross the street and proceed down Everett Avenue 3 blocks 

to Davisville Road. 

 

15. HORSEHEAVEN, 1700’s. The North slope of this hill. 
 

     During colonial times, Willow Grove, then called Round Meadow, was a stopping point 

for the many stage coach lines of the day. Five lines passed through the village, which was 

situated just 14 miles north of Philadelphia, a day’s journey for a team of horses pulling 

stages or loaded wagons. The stagecoaches were enroute to and from Easton, New York, 

Doylestown, New Hope and Lambertville. Roads were extremely bad in those days and 

travel was difficult for both passengers and horses. Many horses became injured or could 

not make the steep hills in the area. As a result, a stop at the intersection of Easton and 

York Roads was necessary. There, horses had a chance to rest or were changed. Those 

horses that succumbed to the hard journey were laid to rest on the north slope near the base 

of this hill. As you descend the hill you will be walking through “Horseheaven.” 

  

16. WILLOW GROVE SCHOOL  1839. Intersection of Davisville Road &  

       Everett Avenue. 
 

     In 1839 there were fourteen houses in Willow Grove and no convenient schoolhouse. A 

sum of $178.50 was subscribed and a two-story stone schoolhouse, 24 x 28 feet in 

dimension, was erected in that year under the direction of a board of trustees.  In 1846 a 

debt of $135 was found for the building after which a collection was taken and the amount 

paid off.  In 1862, the trustees agreed to lease the schoolhouse to the school directors of 



Moreland Township for use as a public school.  The Willow Grove School as it became 

known probably had no grade higher than sixth grade and was under the direction of one 

teacher from 1839 to 1895 when a larger school was built directly across the street.   

 

17. NEWTOWN ROAD SCHOOL, 1893. Opposite Everett Avenue on  

        Davisville Road. 
 

     In 1893, work began on a new two-story stone structure designed by local architect of 

note, Horace Trumbaur, on land donated by Charles Ehrenpfort, then owner of the Mineral 

Springs Inn. It opened in 1895 and housed the first to the eighth grades. The faculty 

expanded to the point that it became necessary for the teachers to vote each year on which 

one of them would serve as principal. This school was sold and replaced with a new 

building on York Road in 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The second floor and bell tower have been removed over the years and other 

modifications made that make it impossible to recognize it as a Trumbaur design. It has 

since been demolished. 

 

Turn left on Davisville Road and proceed South towards York Road. 

 

18. FIRE HOUSE, 1925. 221 Davisville Road. 
 

     At 221 Davisville Road stands the 1925 Fire House, greatly modified as a commercial 

establishment. This two-story brick building was constructed to house newly acquired 



motorized fire equipment that could not be accommodated at the old Fire House on York 

Road. As the community grew, and additional equipment was purchased, the building was 

expanded in 1937 and again in 1949. The date stone may still be seen about mid building 

between floors. This site served the community until 1967 when Fire Company No. 1 

moved to its new quarters a short distance away. 

 

19. FARMER’S COOPERATIVE CREAMERY, 1872. 220 Davisville Road. 
 

     The site now occupied by a florist business on the north side of the street was the 

location of the Farmer’s Cooperative Creamery, established in 1872. The creamery 

processed and bottled the production from a number of dairy farms that dotted the area 

during the ensuing years. Local dairy farms included Willow Ridge Farms, Overlook Farm, 

Silver Lake Farm, Willow Grove Dairy, and the J. C. Stuckert Dairy. The creamery’s 

proximity to the railroad made it convenient for shipping the finished product. 

 

20. RAILROAD STATION. Ca. 1939.  Davisville and York Road. 
 

     This sturdy stone structure was built in 1939 to replace the original wooden station that 

existed from the time the rail line, the Northeast Pennsylvania Railroad, was established in 

1872, linking Glenside with Hatboro. Although coal-powered, the smoother ride, low fares, 

higher speeds and relative comfort greatly stimulated freight traffic and passenger travel 

adding immeasurably to the prominence and growth of Willow Grove. It also enhanced the 

movement of the mails to and from other towns to the post office located in a building at 

the far end of the present parking lot. The rail line was electrified in 1931. 

 

Turn right on York Road and cross Davisville Road. Continue North. 

 

21. EHRENPFORT BLOCK, ca. 1900. 133 York Road. 
 

     Fred Ehrenpfort, one of the later owners of the Mineral Springs Inn, built a number of 

one and two-story stores on the York Road frontage between the railroad and the Inn 

around the beginning of the last century. It was called the Ehrenpfort Block, a name that 

can still be seen embedded in the front wall at the top of the two-story building. Mr. 

Ehrenpfort also built a small amusement park behind this building and the Inn to attract 

visitors departing the nearby train a short distance away. 

 

Continue North beyond the curve in the road to the Bally’s Spa property. 

 



22. DUBREE SCYTHE FACTORY, 1732. Junction of York & Easton Roads. 
 

     Records indicate that the Dubrees, Jacob and James, father and son, bought 300 acres 

of land in 1719 and 1720, comprising what is downtown Willow Grove today. It was 

thought that Jacob was a silversmith by trade and lived in Philadelphia before coming to 

Willow Grove. Jacob and James Dubree were Willow Grove’s first industrialists, having 

built and operated a scythe factory at this site in 1732. Scythes were a hand tool used by 

farmers to harvest grains and grasses. The dam to power the mill was built 80 yards to the 

west in the meadow, now a parking lot. The Dubrees moved from the area around 1746. 

 

23. MINERAL SPRINGS INN & PARK, 1803.  Junction of York & Easton  

        Roads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   George Rex, Sr., a blacksmith from Germantown, bought a house and thirty-nine acres 

of land in 1784 at this site, but it was not until 1803 that he obtained a license to operate a 

tavern. He built the Mineral Springs Inn and capitalizing on the abundant mineral waters 

on the property, attracted many Philadelphians to his summer resort. Adding spacious 

bathhouses increased the appeal of his then famous resort. 



   The original inn was a frame structure, four stories high, with wrap-around porches on 

the first two levels. As its fame grew, it housed up to 250 patrons a night during the summer 

season. The illustration above shows the Inn as it appeared in 1895 after being redesigned 

by the noted local architect, Horace Trumbauer. 

   In 1890, the property was acquired by Fred Ehrenpfort, who made a number of 

improvements to compete with the Willow Grove Park for patrons. He added a sizeable 

lake for boating and swimming, a dance hall, a carousel, an indoor rifle range, a number of 

small concessions, and a large shaded beer garden. He also introduced musical 

entertainment. 

   The Inn suffered greatly from the blight of prohibition, fell into shambles, and was razed 

in 1937. 

 

Return to traffic light and carefully cross over to the Township Building.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other important sites within a short driving distance.  
 
Travel North on Davisville Road approximately 1 mile from York Road to the 

intersection of Davisville and Terwood Roads.  

 

24. MORGAN’S MILL, 1731. Junction of Terwood & Davisville Roads  

     In 1727, Sampson Davis, one of the first settlers in the Willow Grove area, established 

a grist mill on this site. By 1731, the mill was owned and operated by Thomas Parry, and 

was greatly expanded before the Revolutionary War. After a series of Sheriff sales and 

several short-term owners, the mill was purchased by Benjamin J. Morgan in 1847. The 

mill prospered and remained in the Morgan family until 1954.  

 

     We hope you had a pleasant time and enjoyed your journey through the 

history of the area. The following pages contain several other sites of 

historic significance that you may want to visit by car. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Preparing grain for bread to feed the people and for feed for domestic animals was 

one of the most indispensable wants of a newly settled people. English rulers were also 

glad to receive cargoes of flour from America, hence grinding and preparing flour for 

export was a leading and extensive business in the early days of the country. 

    This area became known as “Morganville” and was identified as such on many maps. 

On all four corners of what today is the intersection of Davisville and Terwood Roads, 

stood the grist mill, the miller’s house, a spring house, a carriage house, two barns, and a 

number of worker’s houses. The mill was demolished in the 1960’s. 
 
Continue North on Davisville Road. Immediately after crossing the PA Turnpike bridge 

you will pass two streets on your left, Damian Drive and Danielle Drive. The driveway 

for the 1758 Lloyd House is immediately after Danielle Drive and is also on the left side 

of the road. 

 

25. THE LLOYD-BETZ HOUSE, 1758. Davisville Road near Byberry Road. 
 

     This 18th century colonial house was built in 1758 by John Lloyd, son of Thomas Lloyd, 

one of the first settlers in this area. Coming from England in 1720, Thomas Lloyd 

established his 100-acre homestead about one-quarter of a mile to the east of this location. 

 



     Thomas Lloyd’s eldest son John built this two-story house for his wife and future family 

shortly after his marriage to Susannah Field. Following in his father’s footsteps, John 

established a fairly large farm through a series of adjoining property purchases. At one 

point, he owned all of the land around his house from the Pennypack Creek at Davisville 

Road, to Byberry Road to the north, and to Masons Mill Road to the south. 

     After John’s father died in 1781, he began to sell off his land holdings except for the 96 

acres surrounding his house. Remarkably, this property remained in the Lloyd family for 

nearly 200 years, until it was sold in 1913. 

     In 1924, Harry Betz purchased the property for his nursery business. He renovated the 

house extensively in 1926 and the property remained in the Betz family for 50 years. 

During the Betz renovations in 1926, handwritten notes were found on baseboards, 

recorded by Lloyd family members in 1878 while also making renovations to the house. 

 

Continue North on Davisville Road a short distance to Byberry Road. Turn right on 

Byberry Road to Masons Mill Road. Turn right for approximately 100 yards to the lower  

entrance to Masons Mill Park.  

 

26. MASON’S MILL, 1762. Masons Mill Road near Byberry Road. 
        
     Thomas Lloyd arrived in this country from England around 1720 to claim a land grant 

of 100 acres in Radnor Township, PA, purchased by his father from William Penn. Thomas 

quickly sold the Radnor property and purchased 112 acres in Moreland Township. In 1739, 

he expanded his property by buying an additional 40 acres. It is believed that Thomas, 

following his marriage, built the first permanent structure on the land sometime between 

1720 and 1725. The house stood across the present day railroad tracks at the far end of the 

Park. Thomas lived in this house until his death in 1781. The house stood for nearly 100 

more years until it was torn down to make way for the railroad in 1890. 

     Thomas’ eldest son, John Lloyd II purchased 92 acres of land from his father and in 

1758 built a substantial house for his family, still standing today. It is located near the 

intersection of Davisville and Byberry Roads. John followed in his father’s footsteps and 

built up a fairly large farm through a series of additional land purchases. He soon owned 

all the land from the Pennypack Creek at Davisville Road to Byberry Road to Masons Mill 

Road. 

      In 1758, Thomas Lloyd sold 27 acres of land to another son, Samuel. On this immediate 

site around 1762, Samuel built a sizeable house and along with his brother James, 

constructed a nearby grist mill. The mill property left the Lloyd family in 1768. In 1851, 

the mill was known to have been operated by a Dr. William Hallowell. The mill was 

acquired by George Mason in the late 1800’s. 



     The mill and miller’s house were demolished in the 1970’s during the conversion of the 

property into Upper Moreland Township’s Masons Mill Park. 

 

Continue on Masons Mill Road to Huntingdon Road, turn left to Edge Hill Road, turn 

right on Edge Hill Road to entrance to Pennypack Trust. The Wynkoop House is opposite 

the barn. 

 

27. THE WYNKOOP HOUSE. On Pennypack Trust property, Edge Hill Road. 
 

     According to Montgomery County records, the oldest section of this colonial farmhouse 

was built in 1791. It was enlarged in 1833 and then again in 1925. From the time of its 

construction until the early 1900s, the house and farm were the property of the Wynkoops, 

a prominent colonial American family. Gerrit (or Gerardus) Wynkoop, an elder in the 

church of Northampton and Southampton, took up residence in the Morelands in 1717. 

Henry Wynkoop, a friend of Washington, Hamilton and Adams, was involved in politics 

by the age of 23 as a member of the Provincial Assembly of Pennsylvania. In 1764, he was 

appointed Justice of the Peace and later became an Associate County Judge. John Wynkoop 

served as Constable in 1774 and Philip Wynkoop as a Supervisor in 1767. A map of 1861 

showed that Garrit Wynkoop owned the farm. A decade later a map showed that ownership 

was passed to William Wynkoop. 

 

Retrace your steps to Byberry Road, turn left and proceed to Orangemans Road. 
 

28. THE ORANGE HOME FOR PROTESTANT ORPHANS. Orangemans 

        Road & Byberry Road. 
 

     In 1894, a meeting was held in Detroit, MI to determine a site for a national home for 

Protestant orphans. A committee was formed to search for a suitable location for a self-

sustaining farm on which an orphanage could be built. After much searching throughout 

the United States, the 68-acre Osbourne Farm was purchased on September 26th, 1900 for 

$15,000. The farm consisted of a farmhouse, barn and barnyard. It was an excellent 

location on a paved road with a nearby railway station providing service to Philadelphia. 

The cornerstone was laid on Thanksgiving Day in 1901. The Home was incorporated in 

1902. By 1908, there were 76 residents. It ceased to be an orphanage during the years of 

World War II. The property was acquired by Maple Village in 1995. 

 

The Boileau Farmstead is directly across Byberry Road from Maple Village. 
 



29. THE BOILEAU FARMSTEAD, ca. 1740. Intersection of Byberry &  

        Orangemans Roads. 
 

     This farmstead was inherited by Sarah More and her brother Nicholas More, Jr, in 1702 

upon the death of their father Nicholas More, who purchased the land from William Penn 

in 1682. Changing owners several times, the farm was later purchased by Isaac Boileau. In 

1801, Isaac bequeathed the 64-acre farm to his daughter Rachel. It was termed a 

“plantation” with buildings, improvements, ways, woods and water courses. 

     The farm is named in honor of Isaac Boileau’s son Nathaniel, the most prominent 

member of the Boileau family. He was elected to the Pennsylvania General Assembly in 

1797; was elected Speaker of the House in 1808; was appointed Secretary of the 

Commonwealth in 1809, and was acting Adjutant General in 1816-17. Nathaniel Boileau 

was the executor of the Judge Loller estate and supervised the building of the Loller 

Academy in Hatboro. His own home, built ca. 1801, remains today as the Hatboro YMCA. 

It was written in 1879, that Nathaniel Boileau “was in many respects the greatest man 

Montgomery County ever produced”. 

     The site was acquired by Upper Moreland Township in 2002 as part of the Township’s 

park system. 
 

30. WILLIAM J. BUCK HOUSE. 327 Monument Ave., Hatboro 
 

   The site of this house was originally a 51-acre farmstead. In 1801 Nathan Marple 

purchased the farm from the Gilbert family.  It is believed Marple built the house sometime 

after this date.  In 1868 J.E.Buck who operated a tavern and inn bearing his name at North 

York and Easton Roads in Willow Grove from 1842 until 1868 purchased the farm and 

home.  Upon his death in 1872 Buck willed the house to his eldest son, William J. Buck 

for whom the house is named. William was a schoolteacher, historian and author. Upon his 

death in 1901 the house and farm were left to a nephew, George W. Buck. In 1921 the 

property was sold and left the Buck family. 

 

 

Important Dates in the History of Willow Grove and Upper Moreland 
 

 

1681.  King Charles II signed a charter granting William Penn absolute governorship 

over land he named ‘Pensilvania’ for an annual rent of two beaver skins to the Crown. 
 

1682.  William Penn granted 9,815 acres of land to Dr. Nicholas More, which he named,  



‘The Manor of Moreland’ for an annual rent of a silver shilling for every 100 acres. 

 

1687.  Following Dr. More’s death, the land was inherited by his children: Mary,  

Rebeccah, Samuel, Nicholas and Sarah. 
 

1703.  The area surrounding Willow Grove was sold by Sarah More and her husband  

William Sluby to two land speculators. 
 

1711.  Old York Road was built through Willow Grove along the Lenni Lanape Indian  

Trail from Philadelphia to New Hope. 
 

1717.  The Fountain House Inn was established as a livery and accommodation for 

travelers. It was located across from Cherry Street. 
 

1718.  Sampson Davis, the first settler, built a cabin on top of the hill near Cold Spring 

School now referred to as Sampson’s Hill. 
 

1727.  Sampson Davis built a grist mill at the intersection of Terwood and Davisville  

roads. It came to be known as Morgan’s Mill in later years. 

 

1732.  The Red Lion Inn, a stop for the five stage coach lines passing through Willow 

Grove, was built at the intersection of York and Easton Roads. 
 

1803.  The Mineral Springs Inn was built and became an elegant vacation resort and 

amusement park for Philadelphians and others from neighboring communities. 
 

1848.  Dr. Charles Schiffendecker established The Hydropathic Institute which became 

famous the world over for its mineral water cures. 
 

1872.  The Farmer’s Cooperative Creamery was established to handle the production of  

the many dairies in the area. 
 

1896.  The Willow Grove Park opened to stimulate ridership on the new trolley line. It  

became known as the “Music Capital of America.” 
 

1901.  John Phillip Sousa gave his first concert at the Willow Grove Park and appeared  

annually until 1926. 

 

 

 

Historic markers have been underwritten through the generosity  



of the following: 
 
   Site 1. Parkside Boarding House. Grant from Sen. Stewart Greenleaf 
 

Site 2. The Manor House. The Hatboro Federal Savings Bank. 
 

  Site 3. The Red Lion Inn. The Willow Grove Foundation. 
 

  Site 4. Memorial Hall. Willow Grove Rotary Club & U.M.H.A. 
 

  Site 9. The Fountain House Inn. Main Street Bancorp. 
 

  Site 12. The Willow Grove Methodist Church. The Abington Bank. 
 

   Site 14. U. S. Geodetic Marker. U.M. Board of Commissioners. 
 

 Site 16. 1839 Willow Grove School. Grant from Sen. Stewart Greenleaf. 
 

   Site 23. The Mineral Springs Inn. In memory of Patricia L.Thomas. 
 

   Site 24. Morgan’s Mill. Pennsylvania State Grant.  
 

  Site 25. The Lloyd-Betz House. Capt. and Mrs. Thomas Gallagher. 
 

   Site 26. Mason’s Mill. Pennsylvania State Grant.    
 

 Site 27. The Wynkoop House. Grant from Sen. Stewart Greenleaf 
 

 Site 28. The Orange Home for Orphan Children. Grant from Sen. Greenleaf. 
 

 Site 29. The Boileau Farmstead. Grant from Sen. Stewart Greenleaf 
 

 Site 30. The Wm. J. Buck House. Grant from Sen. Stewart Greenleaf 

 

 

 

     
 

 

UPPER MORELAND HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 
117 Park Avenue, Willow Grove, PA 19090 
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